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IKFORMATION DISPLAYING DEVICE AND METHOD 

=============== 

in the following statement: 



This invention relates to information displaying devices and methods. More particularly, 
but not exclusively, the present invention relates to a computer software program and 
associated devices adapted to display information when a computer is generally instructed 
to undergo processing tasks rendering the user unable to use the computer until that task 
has been completed. 

Personal computer users often experience "down time" when a computer is in the process 
of carrying out tasks such as virus checking, printing riles or pages of documents, and 
starting new applications. La many applications the hourglass icon appears as a symbol of 
the computer being tied up with processing tasks. La other programs a pop up window 
may display the message "please wait". The amount of time that can be cumulatively 
wasted during such events can be significant. 

It is a non-limiting object of the invention to provide a computer program for displaying 
information and/or data and/or graphics and/or audio and the like on a computer monitor at 
predetermined intervals when the computer is otherwise processing that overcomes at least 
some of the abovementioned problems, or at least to provide the public with a useful 
choice. 

According to a broad aspect of the invention there is provided a computer program for use 
in a computer to utilise time periods otherwise spent waiting, the program including the 
steps of: 

a. activating the program when a predetermined event has occurred; 

b. displaying information and/or data and/or graphics and/or audio on a 
computer monitor; and 

c. suspending the program when the predetermined event has ended. 

Advantageously the information is arranged and configured in an informative manner for 
educational and/or entertainment purposes. 

Preferably the program includes the further step d. of recommencing the program at step a. 
when a second or subsequent predetermined event occurs. Desirably the program is 
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configured to recommence at the point where it was suspended by the ending of a 
predetermined event, and to continue with step b. until step c. reoccurs. 

Preferably the program displays information and/or data and/or graphics, and/or audio 
sequentially. Alternatively the program displays data and/or graphics, and/or audio 
randomly. 

Preferably the program includes the preliminary step (i) of preselecting the desired dataflle 
from a list of selectable dataflles, the datafiles being in the form of information and/or data 
and/or graphics and/or audio and the like. 

The invention will now be described by way of example only with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 : Shows a flow chart of broad processing steps of the invention. 

Referring to figure 1, a flow chart of a computer program, generally referred to as 1, 
according to one embodiment of the invention, is illustrated. 

It is an advantage for a computer user to constructively use the time available when the 
computer is busy carrying out a variety of processing tasks such as loading files, 
downloading files and web pages or otherwise. 

According to one aspect of the invention there is provided a computer program 1 that 
functions during the "downtime" encountered from time to time with computer use and 
associated peripherals or during any other event or episode defined as a "predetermined 
event". The program advantageously includes the step a. of activating a start routine of the 
program when such a predetermined event has occurred. 

The predetermined event may include, but is not limited to, an hourglass cursor or other 
cursor as preferred by a user and as installed on the computer. The cursor indicates that the 
computer is executing a command or that the computer is in a "busy" mode or state, such 
as, for example, activity by a web browser. Other episodes or predetermined events can 
include time periods when a "please wait" message in a pop up window that occurs when a 
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program is being raffle is being loaded, or w hen a user rs connectmg to a r^e 
JL via a modem, or when a document is being printed, or dururg vnas 
routines, or during data back up routines or during logging on operations and delays 
generally encountered when internet browsing. 

Further, and by way of non-limiting example only, the predetermined event can include 
Tevent assliafcd with me operation of a computer/CPU snob as defragment 
scam ung,bootingup,lo gg ing on, logging off, printing, virus scanning or c« mtem* 
connelg, web browser use, and can also indude any event associated wrth a penpbe^ 

network action, and any other delay event associated with computer use. 

It is envisaged that the propam 1 may be configured to operate as an alternative to a 
screen saver operating. 

Once step a has occurred, tire program moves to execute step b. with using the downtime 
or predetermined event to load and run a desfred = of i— . or 
datafile or other such file broadly referred to hereinafter as a '-datafile . The datafile 
delude, « is not limited to, displaying information a*d/or data and/or graph, 
Tlr sound m the form of wave fries and the like, and,or video files, on a computer 
monitor and through an audio system. 

tenn ^ven to a unit of information, text, video, graphics, sound and the hke. In a non- 
examp,e of a snippet, it may comprise text m tire form of a potation, and a 
datafile may include 365 or 730 snipppets in a datafile of quotations. 

The types of files mat may be configured and arranged include educational, and 
Utral proems and programs for enter—,. Some non-hmrhng exampi. 
Z2 alotionl, language learning, famous quotes in deshed catego^ «*- 
oohtics phuosophy, economics, social, religious or otherwise, jokes, anecdotes, rehgtous 
rlrlLc , loyoiopaedio categories (such as sporting facts hr a se,ected *oup 
Ild'records, nave, or geographical acts, historical facts, art history or artwork m a 



any other desirable information and/or data and/or graphics and the Idee. 

The Ubraries of information or datafi.es may be encoded and locked for use by an 
individual compute, This may be particularly useful in applications whereby 
commercially sensitive information is being displayed periodically. 

to one embodiment tire datafile may be configured to display multiple information in 
calendar form for each day of the year, the blocks each havmg soluble 
categories such as weatirer information for the day, a uuote, foreign language mictions 

^ for entertainment Tnat way, at least two blocks or boxes are set up te 
Lttaneously display the desired information or data aad the like durmg step b. of tire 
program. 

Alternatively other types of files can be run during the predetermined j£* 
including mpeg or wave files or video-type files displaying movres, short films, comedy, 
music videos and the like. 

Preferably the program 1 includes the prehmina^ step L) of preselecting .the desired 
Lie for the progmm 1 . Desirably tire preselection is from a variety of datafiles on a 
variety of subject matter and interests. 

predetermined event has ended. 

Desirably, step 4 of the program may be configured to continue tire program * display 
SI formation, data, graphics and/or otirer types of files as abovemen tio« 
secondprcdeterminedeventhasoccurred Advantageously 
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It is envisaged that the program 1 will be adapted such that step d. will not occur if the 
duration of the predetermined event is too brief or short and that a predeterrnined minimum 
time period can be set or logic used to determine if the delay event will be long enough to 
allow the user to see the displayed material under step b. during the predetermined delay 
event. 

In one non-limiting embodiment the datafile may run sequentially through each item or 
fcune for display until all the items are displayed, and then may desirably repeat the 
sequence from the first frame to the last frame. The number ofitems or frames may be any 
number, and may be 365 items whereby one item is displayed repeatedly for each day 
only and then changed for each day of the year, or otherwise as desired. Alternatively a 
datafile may comprise 730 snippets or items, and displaying of the snippets may be by 
selection of two snippets rather than just one. Alternatively the program may be 
configured to randomly select and display snippets. 

The datafile may comprise thousands of snippets of ^formation for display and therefore 
during each predetermined event may display information for a maximum amount of tune, 
say 1 5 seconds, and then move sequentially to the next snippet or item 

The program 1 may be desirably adapted to include functionality in the form of selectable 
or tuneable user preferences. Such set up preferences may include the time in seconds that 
the snippet will remain visible after the delay event is completed, and selecting the datafile 
or library from the list of datafiles available. The font size, window size and colours, 
background colour and/or pattern may be selectable, and such sociability can be 
customised given the display resolution and screen size available on the particular 
computer to which the program 1 will be active. 

User preferences can include selecting me mode of application and such modes, in one 
non-limiting application may include a calendar mode whereby snippets are delayed as 
Meed to a particular date; a random mode whereby arty snippet may be displayed on any 
one day and/or a snippet is repeated throughout one day and/or one snippet is repeated a 
set number of times per day and/or a selectable number of snippets are displayed for any 
one day; a display mode whereby a datafile can be selected and displayed as required; and 
a screen saver mode allowing the program 1 to run as a screen saver. 



It is envisaged that the libraries or datafiles can be run continuously and without 
interruption for pre-screening purposes as required, and as such' the program is therefore 
not limited in operation only to operate when a delay event occurs. 

Selectability may include being able to select snippets of information sequentially from 
only one dataflle or randomly from one datafile, or from a number of datafiles, as desired. 

It is envisaged that these datafiles may be upgraded or updated or replaced with new or 
different information for display or to run during step b. of the program. The program is 
desirably configured and arranged to allow a user to download a new datafile from a 
remote website server available over the global internet and enable the program 1 to run 
any desirable sequence. 

It is envisaged that the displayed material may be introduced on screen as a gradual fade in 
and fade out image as desired. 

It is further envisaged that the visual features of the information and audio datafiles may 
include any size and shape and colours, and even cartoons, whether static or animated, 
may be included in the program 1 with or without text. 

It is further envisaged that audio may form a desirable function with the datafiles displayed 
or run as such audio can be desirable with language learning datafiles, movies or concert 
viewing or otherwise. 

It is yet further envisaged that live streaming may form part of the program 1 during step b. 
in that when a predetermined event occurs, data from security cameras or from a remote 
webcam at any location can be streamed through to the computer and be displayed on 
screen, whether with audio or without. Further, live streaming may be provided from any 
desirable source such as, for example only, news from a news channel or stock market 
diagrams, charts, figures and details from a stock market firm. 



It will be appreciated according to an aspect of the invention that the datafiles can be 
loaded onto any form of computer whether a desktop computer, portable computer or 



laptop , person^— — dd- * 



device. 
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beside a computer monitor. The stand ^ as 
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set forth. 

departing from the seope of the present invenhon. 
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